
 
Family Valentines Rally 

10 - 12 February 2012 

Abbey Middle School, Bedford. 
 

Wine & Dine your Loved One 

Dance the Night Away 

Rally Slips to: 
Mr T Gilks 

4 Stratford Way, 
Lower Shelton, 

Marston Moretaine 
Beds. 

MK43 0LJ 

Bedfordshire Centre 
The Caravan Club 

Rally Goer 

 

The Chairman, Officers & Committee 
Wish you all A Very Merry Christmas 

& A Happy New Year 

Merry 
Christmas 
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Dear Friends, 

With Christmas fast approaching it’s hard to remember where the 
year has gone with so many great memories of holidays and 
weekends away shared with family and friends. 

But if I had to recall one it would have to be the Junior Rally at 
Maulden where both young and old spent many hours modelling 
and crafting their plastic bottles into the perfect rocket. 

With spectators and competitors taking up their positions it was 
time for the launch. Most of the rockets were propelled a 
significant distance, an enjoyable afternoon was had by all. A thank 
you to Neil for his hard work and initiative constructing the launch 
pad. 

I would also like to thank all the rally officers for their commitment 
and volunteering their time to run our rallies. With the new rally 
programme now available please book in early to allow the rally 
officers sufficient time to plan and organise their events. 

On behalf of the officers, committee, Diane and myself, I would like 
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas a healthy and happy New 
Year and look forward to seeing you soon. 

Kind Regards 

Colin 
Colin Richardson 
Chairman 
Bedfordshire Centre of the Caravan Club 

Welcome to 
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Bring back any memories? 

Someone asked the other day, 'What was your favourite 'fast food' when you were growing 
up?' 
'We didn't have fast food when I was growing up,' I informed him. 
'All the food was slow.'  
'C'mon, seriously.. Where did you eat?'  
'It was a place called 'home,'' I explained. ! 
'Mum cooked every day and when Dad got home from work, we sat down together at the 
dining room table, and if I didn't like what she put on my plate, I was allowed to sit there 
until I did like it.' 
 
By this time, the lad was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer serious 
internal damage, so I didn't tell him the part about how I had to have permission to leave 
the table. 
 
But here are some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I'd figured his 
system could have handled it: 
 
Some parents NEVER owned their own house, wore jeans, set foot on a golf course, 
travelled out of the country or had a credit card. 
 
My parents never drove me to school. I had a bicycle that weighed probably 50 pounds, 
and only had one speed  (slow). 
 
We didn't have a television in our house until I was 10. 
It was, of course, black and white, and the station went off the air at 10 PM, after playing 
the national anthem and epilogue; it came back on the air at about 6 a.m. And there was 
usually a locally produced news and farm show on, featuring local people… 
 
Pizzas were not delivered to our home... But milk was. 
 
All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys delivered newspapers --My brother 
delivered a newspaper, seven days a week.  He had to get up at 6AM every morning. 
 
Film stars kissed with their mouths shut. At least, they did in the films. There were no 
movie ratings because all movies were responsibly produced for everyone to enjoy 
viewing, without profanity or violence or almost anything offensive. 
 
If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may want to share some of 
these memories with your children or grandchildren. Just don't blame me if they bust a 
gut laughing. 
 
Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it? 
 
Sandy McDowell 
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Have you got something for the Easter edition? 
Send your letters, rally write ups, Jokes or whatever it may be to your Centre PRO by 18th March 2012 

Christmas 
 
I've been getting ready for Christmas  
I'm revving up for the great day  
my credit card's cracked and my freezer is packed  
'cause I started my shopping in May  
 
The mistletoe's hanging in bunches  
'cause the odd Christmas kiss isn't wrong  
and the Vicar I've found - quite likes calling round  
and exploring my crowns with his tongue  
 
The bin men have gotten quite friendly  
they're after a present I fear  
they won't feel so chuffed when I tell them - get stuffed  
'cause they don't speak the rest of the year  
 
The family is coming for dinner  
last year it was quite a good laugh  
we ate fairly late - dished the veg on the plate  
found the turkey was still in the bath  
 
the Kids are all pink with excitement  
'cause Santa will come so they say  
their lists are extensive - extremely expensive  
and they'll break it all by Boxing day  
 
But it's worth all that fuss Christmas morning  
when their little eyes are all aglow  
when we're all feeling merry full of goodwill and sherry  
and suffering from wind Ho Ho Ho  
 
But please don't forget why we do it  
why each year we must go to this fuss  
for that guy up above who brought peace and brought love  
and who probably owns Toys R Us.......... 

 
Merry Christmas 

Andy Gray 
PRO 
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Letters 
Your chance to communicate with your fellow ralliers. 

Merry Christmas 
To our all friends in the Beds Centre I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
happy, healthy & prosperous New Year 

Many of you have suffered ill health this 
year and I sincerely hope that 2012 
brings better health, warmer weather 
and the opportunity to enjoy your 
company on the Rally field again 

For those attending New Year I look 
forward to seeing you there, to everyone 
else have a wonderful celebration  and 
we will see you soon 

Warmest Regards 

Tom 
Past Chairman 

Thank You 
We would like to thank Val, Stuart, Jenny 
& Roland, for a very enjoyable rally in 
Brighton. 

Many Thanks 

Jill & Bill Thompson 

Merry Christmas 
We would like wish all our friends a Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Merry Christmas 

Andy, Jo, Emma & Matt 

Merry Christmas 
Sandy & Morris McDowell 

Would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all 
their many friends in the 
Beds Centre 

A Very Happy Christmas  

And a 

Prosperous & Healthy New Year 

As usual we will be making a donation to 
the centre’s chosen charity in lieu of 
cards. 

Happy Christmas 

Sandy & Morris 
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For the latest information on Rallies, Centre News, Rally 
photo’s and downloads, then why not visit our website. 

 
 

www.bedscentrecc.com 
The Best Place to be… 

Rally Attendance 30+... 

The Committee have taken the decision to introduce an award for ralliers who attend 30 
Centre rallies or invitation rallies to the Bedfordshire Centre throughout the year. 

The friendship plaque will be presented to all those attending a third of the rallies 
throughout the year at the AGM as usual.  

In addition to this special recognition will be given to those attending 30+ rallies as an 
acknowledgement for the commitment to the Beds Centre throughout the year. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information 

VtÜÉÄ|Çx 
Rally Programme 2013... 
As the New Year begins I will begin work with my trusted team to prepare the 2013 Rally 
Programme. 

I will be looking for new venues locally in Beds or the surrounding areas for weekend 
rallies and also venues further afield for Bank holidays and perhaps holiday rallies 

We as a team are full of enthusiasm and hopeful that we can bring positive changes to the 
programme as well as include our old favourites in the programme 

If you have any ideas or contacts for venues please let me  

Warmest Regards 

VtÜÉÄ|Çx 
[ÉÇ etÄÄç fxvÜxàtÜç 
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Contact your PRO: 

Andy Gray 
 91 Foster Road, 

Kempston, 
Beds. 
MK42 8BT 

 01234 302746 
 webmaster@bedscentrecc.com 

Please note, that the information contained 
within this update is the authors own opinion 
and does not necessarily reflect that of any 
other member of the Bedfordshire Centre. 
 
The Editor reserves the right to edit or decline 
any items sent in for publication 

Christmas Quotes… 
Here’s a few Christmas quotes that’ll make you chuckle. 

"Who's the bane of Santa's life?  The elf and safety officer." 
- By Catherine Tate 

"Mail your packages early so the post office can lose them in time for Christmas." 
- Johnny Carson 

"Christmas is a race to see which gives out first - your money or your feet." 
- Author Unknown 

"Handmade presents are scary, because they reveal that you have too much free time." 
- Doug Coupland 

"I once wanted to become an atheist, but I gave up - they have no holidays." 
- Henny Youngman 

"Unless we make Christmas an occasion to share our blessings, all the snow in Alaska 
won't make it "white". " 

- Bing Crosby 

"Santa Claus has the right idea.  Visit people once a year." 
- By Victor Borge 

"The main reason Santa is so jolly is because he knows where all the bad girls live." 
- George Carlin 

"There are three stages of man: he believes in Santa Claus; he does not believe in Santa 
Claus; he is Santa Claus." 

- Bob Phillips 

"Christmas at my house is always at least six or seven times more pleasant than anywhere 
else.  We start drinking early.  And while everyone else is seeing only one Santa Claus, 
we'll be seeing six or seven." 

- W. C. Fields 
 
I hope you enjoyed these. 

Andy Gray 
PRO 
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2012 Rally Programme 
January  July 
□ 27 - 29 Burns Night (Gamlingay)  □ 06 - 08 Children’s Rally (Ampthill) 
February  □ 13 - 15 Pecks Farm (Leighton Buzzard) 
 05 Winter Walk (Tempsford)  □ 20 - 22 A Watery Celebration (Willington) 
□ 10 - 12 Family Valentines (Bedford)  □ 27 - 29 Junior’s Rally (Maulden) 
□ 17 - 19 Barton-le-Clay  August 
□ 24 - 26 Rally Officer Weekend (Drayton Parslow)  □ 03 - 05 Lovat Meadow (Newport Pagnell 
March  □ 10 - 12 Kimbolton School (Kimbolton) 
□ 02 - 04 Henlow Bridge  □ 17 - 19 Stotfold 
□ 09 - 11 Loves Lane  □ 24 - 27 Glen Miller Festival (Clapham) 
□ 16 - 18 Quiz Challenge (Offley)  □ 24 - 27 Great Barford 
□ 23 - 25 Old Warden  □ 24 - 27 Royal Bricks (Cookham) 
□ 30 - 01 Events Weekend (Cardington)  □ 31 - 02 Water Sports (Box End) 
April  September 
□ 05 - 09 Easter at Home (Gamlingay)  □ 07 - 09 Mitchelmore Trophy (Vinegar Hill) 
□ 05 - 13 Easter at Away (Wisbech)  □ 14 - 16 Grafham Water 
□ 13 - 15 Golfing Pooch’s (Peterborough)  □ 21 - 23 Beds Birthday Bash (Maulden) 
□ 20 - 22 Sandy  □ 28 - 30 Centre’s AGM (Ampthill) 
□ 26 - 30 Motorhome Show (Peterborough)  October 
□ 27 - 30 St Georges Day (Broom)  □ 05 - 07 Comberton 
May   □ 19 - 21 Darts (Drayton Parslow) 
□ 04 - 07 May Day (Great Barford)  □ 26 - 28 Who Spooked It (Barton-le-Clay) 
□ 04 - 07 Wild Times (Banham)  November 
□ 11 - 13 Waterway Museum (Stoke Bruerne)  □ 02 - 04 Bonfire Spectacular (St. Ives) 
□ 18 - 20 Fishing Rally (Henlow Bridge)  □ 02 - 04 Non Bonfire (Great Barford) 
□ 25 - 27 Fun & Games (Langford)  □ 16 - 18 Regional AGM (Bedford) 
June   □ 23 - 25 Cardington 
□ 01 - 05 National Rally (Eastnor Castle)  □ 30 - 02 Christmas Party (Gamlingay) 
□ 01 - 10 Caravans in Lavender (Kings Lynn)  
□ 01 - 05 Bourton-on-the-Water  □ 09 Carol Service (Ampthill) 
□ 05 - 10 Bourton-on-the-Water  □ 
□ 08 - 10 Radwell Mill     
□ 15 - 17 Emberton Park     
□ 22 - 24 Caravan Handling (Vinegar Hill)     
□ 29 - 01 Medieval Weekend (Great Barford)     
□ 24 - 26 Raft Race (Langford)     
       
       

       
       
       
      

December 

28 - 01 New Year Celebrations (Gamlingay) 

For futher information on our rally programme visit our website 

www.bedscentrecc.com 
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Rallies... 

The Centre guideline for a viable Rally is 10 vans in attendance. The Committee has taken 
the decision in 2011 to allow some rallies with less than this number to run, however this 
has incurred expense to the Centre and the situation will be monitored in 2012, 
particularly in the current climate. If you are running a Rally and numbers are low could 
you please contact me on the closing date for the Rally which is stated in the Rally Book 
in order that the Committee can make an informed decision whether to go ahead with 
the Rally. 

If you are due to run a rally and for any reason you cannot meet the commitment please 
let me know so I can try and arrange a stand in rally officer, please do not cancel a rally 
directly with the Landowner. If we need to make the decision to cancel I will take 
ownership of this and ensure everyone booked is notified. 

Please be assured as Rally Secretary I will do everything possible to support you as Rally 
Officers and ensure your experience is a good one. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me on Rallysec@bedscentrecc.com or 07414654137 

Warmest Regards 

VtÜÉÄ|Çx 
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axã lxtÜ etÄÄç 

jx tÜx ÄÉÉ~|Çz yÉÜ tvàá yÉÜ à{x ÇÉã ytÅÉâá  
 

“Beds got Talent 
Extravaganza 2012” 

 
\y çÉâ vtÇ á|Çz? wtÇvx? tvà? ÑÄtç tÇ 

|ÇáàÜâÅxÇà? wÉ tÇçà{|Çz à{tà ã|ÄÄ tÅâáx à{x 
tâw|xÇvx tÇw çÉâ tÜx tààxÇw|Çz à{x axã 

lxtÜ etÄÄç ÑÄxtáx vÉÇàtvà ÉâÜ á{Éã 
ÅtÇtzxÅxÇà àxtÅ 

 
j|Ç XtàÉÇ ÉÜ gÉÅ Z|Ä~á 
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1. As required by Rule 5C governing Centres, nominations for Executive Officer and Committee 
must be received by the Centre Secretary no later than FOURTEEN DAYS BEFORE the meeting. 

2. Incomplete or late nominations cannot be accepted. 

3. Notices of motion must be received in writing by the Centre Secretary not later than 35 days 
before the meeting. 

4. Only Full, Family and Joint Members are entitled to speak and vote, although the Club 
constitution does not forbid the admission of wives and other persons of the members 
families. 

5. The position at the AGM is that ALL OFFICES and places on the COMMITTEE are vacant, but each 
Office and Member of the Committee may be nominated for re-election. 

6. Full, Family and Joint members MUST produce their current Membership Cards in order to 
collect their AGM/Ballot Papers. 

7. Members requiring a copy of the minutes and balance sheet before the meeting please contact 
the Hon. Secretary (enclosing a stamped addressed envelope with their request). 

Nomination Slips can be found in the separate insert or on our website. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Notice is hereby given that the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the BEDFORDSHIRE CENTRE 
will be held at the Parkside Hall, Ampthill 

on Saturday, 29th September, 2012 at 3:00pm 
To which your attendance is earnestly requested 

AGENDA 

1. Reading of the notice convening the meeting. 

2. Apologies for absence. 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September, 2011. 

4. Matters Arising. 

5. Chairman's Report. 

6. The Treasurer's Report for the year ending 31st December, 2011 and Interim Report for 2012. 

7. Notice of motions. 

8. Elections: 

9. Any other business. 

Date, place and time of next AGM. 

(a) Chairman. 
(b) Vice-Chairman. 
(c) Hon. Centre Secretary. 
(d) Hon. Treasurer. 

(e) Hon. Rally Secretary 
(f) P.R.O. 
(g) Social Secretary. 
(h) Committee. 


