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Rally Report   
 

10-12 May 2012   Fishing Rally-Centre Competition 

 

After 3 years or so of partying and socialising with Beds rally goers at 

Gamlingay College we finely embarked on our first rally. Both of us being keen 

fisher persons we signed up for the centres fishing competition. It was also our 

first time in our motor home. We spent all the previous week planning and 

looking forward to the rally, and we were certainly not disappointed, on our 

arrival with many helpful and smiling faces welcoming us to the fantastic rally 

field. After setting the van into our place we made our way over to the party tent 

where we were made to feel part of the family. Chat , banter & liquid 

refreshment were in abundance along with much needed advice on the 

differences of motor homing  & caravanning. 

Money was exchanged & both Jacky & I were entered into the next day’s 

competition. 

Alarm set we settled down for the night ready for the 7.15am!!!!  Draw. 

Imagination and weird dream a large shadow complete with wheelbarrow full of 

ground bait passed by, that couldn’t have been Tom could it!!! 

Many good sized fish were caught from the lake but alas none on the end of my 

line, never mind the scenery was nice. 

After lunch it was the turn of the ladies & juniors match. Ye gods certainly 

didn’t smile on them, the heavens opened with gusting wind, thunder & 

lightning torrential rain with hail thrown in for good measure. We have certainly 

got some hearty souls in the Beds centre as every one was a trooper carrying on 

to the end while catching some good size fish. Competitions over we retired to 

our vans to thaw out and a much needed BBQ (in the hail and rain). 

Talk in the party tent that night was buzzing with the ones that got away, fish the 

size of small sharks & busted gear, Oh I forgot to mention that Jacky court more 

than me. 

Next morning at flag all the worthy winners were awarded with cups & rosettes, 

as well as much appreciated thanks to the rally officers who organized & ran the 

rally. 

All in all it was a great start to our rally going experience & we can’t wait for 

our next one. 

 

 

Trevor (4oz) and Jacky (16oz) Daisley 



May Day at Gamlingay  

 
We arrived on Friday eve some had been there most of the day in the glorious sun shine and got 

settled in and then went over to the party tent to pay our dues and had a natter with friends old 

and new. 

Saturday  

The weather was not nice in the morning it rained but after lunch it did stop so that we could do 

the egg throwing completion that Steve and Phil had organised this was well supported with all 

ages having ago and this was then followed by afternoon tea with sandwiches and cakes and the 

ladies had they tea in a cup and saucer how posh we where! Thanks go to Gail, Lynn and Sandy 

for the lovely spread. Then sat eve we had a get together in the party tent where Steve did a quiz 

which was fun and was enjoyed by all. It was nice to see that a few of the juniors got together to 

watch DVD’S and television so they were happy.  

Sunday 

Well the sun was out and it was lovely to get the shorts and T shirts out and catch at few rays. At 

1.30pm we were survived lunch which was chicken with apricot stuffing wrapped in bacon and 

roast potatoes and vegetable followed by apple strudel custard and ice cream and after eight 

mints and then tea and coffee. A big thank you to the Rally Officers and their helpers for all their 

hard work. 

A few of us went for a walk to walk off the dinner and we had 7 dogs off their leads having fun 

chasing each other they ran further than we walked so when they got back all they did was sleep 

peace and quiet . The evening we had Closing flag and natter and chatter. 

What a glorious few day were had by all and a big thank you to Morris, Sandy, Steve, Gail, Phil, 

Lynne  

Rally Report   

Dear All, 

With the light nights well upon us some warm summer sunshine wouldn’t go 
amiss. We have shared some great rallying experiences since the last edition of 
the Rallygoer, Marstone Moretaine Forest Centre was well attended for its first 
time with breakfast served in the water fronted visitors centre. We returned to 
Etonbury Middle School for our events weekend where some new names where 
added to the Centre Trophies.  
 

With rallies at Gamlingay, Rutland Water and Tattinstone running over the May 
Bank Holiday all three were well attended giving members a varied choice of 
venues. 
 

The Event siting team at the Peterbourough Motorhome Show had their work cut 
out where it attracted over 170 outfits, fortunately the weather stayed fine for 
them. 

 

We saw the return to Yarwell Mill where the afternoons where enjoyed watching 
the descending parachutists, the passing boats and the Nene Valley Railway.  
Isabel Miles has kept Bedfordshire on the map at The National at Belvoir Castle 
with a first in the junior photographic competition, well done Isabel and thanks to 
Phoebe for raising and lowering the Centre Pennant. 
 

The Chairman’s Charity Rally at Maulden raised a fantastic £1.010.27 this 
together with money already raised will be presented to The British Heart 
Foundation at our AGM. Can I take this opportunity in thanking everyone for their 
generosity and support. Please take time to consider proposals for the new 
centre charity to be put forward at the AGM for 2013 – 2015.  
With vacant officer and committee positions for 2013-2014 committee 
nominations have already commenced. If you are interested or feel you can 
contribute please speak to myself an officer or committee member.  
 

The officers, committee, Diane and myself wish you and your families enjoyable 

summer vacations and look forward to seeing you soon on the rally field. 

Kind Regards 

Colin Richardson 
Chairman 
Bedfordshire Centre of the Caravan Club 

 
 



Rally Report   
 

Easter Holiday Rally Trimley Suffolk 
 

This was a new venue although we had rain & snow on run up to easter 

the site was dry. It was a great pity that we only had 10 units over the 

easter weekend of the 18 that booked in 5 of the 10 stayed for the rest 

of the week, a small band but a happy one. 

The sports club manager and his staff were very helpful and made 

everyone most welcome as did the members of the sports club. 

   

Thank you who came for your support. 

 

Irene & John, Pat & Win 

          Old Warden 22nd-24th March 

 

May I thank the hardy rallyers for braving the 

artic conditions we faced at Old Warden.  The 

rally started in true British cold weather but with 

the warning of snow arriving over the weekend. 

Friday night was spent in the hall where Roly’s 

new small urn was put to the test, an 80’s movie 

quiz through cartoon drawings provided ample entertainment. We lifted the 

blinds on Saturday to the view of snow covered caravans, a generous delivery 

to certainly put a smile on the children’s faces. The hall provided a warm 

shelter to all during the afternoon where a DVD was playing and popcorn 

was on offer. Saturday evening saw a banquet style table laid, a large portion 

of Shepard’s pie followed by a dessert and coffee. The results of the 80’s 

movie quiz saw worthy winners (Dave and Caz Dolphin). By Sunday 

morning the majority of the snow had disappeared so a safe tow home was 

possible. 
 

Thanks to all. 
  

Rally Report  



      Steve’s big four 2013 In memory of Rita Kennedy 

 
Between April 14th and September 1st 2013, Steve our eldest son, probably 

better known to all the Beds Centre as “Oliver’s daddy” will be taking part in 

four long distance running events in memory of his beloved Nan who passed 

away in November 2012, after a long battle with Wegener’s Granulomatosis. 

This is a rare condition, with around 500 people diagnosed each year in the UK. 

It does not currently receive any direct NHS funding, so donations to the 

Wegener’s Trust are vital for treatment and research into the condition. 

Charity Registration No: 251983   The Wegener’s Trust under the 

umbrella of The Guy’s and St Thomas Charity, uses donations to fund 

research and treatment. 

You can help by making an online donation using the link below 

http://www.charitygiving.co.uk/stevehorton-wegeners 

Or by sponsoring Steve on a sponsor form; which we as his parents have in the 

caravan, all donations however small are most gratefully received.........every 

little helps and will make a difference to somebody suffering with this awful 

disease. 

A Centre member for over 30 years, Rita would have been extremely proud of 

Steve, we know we are as his parents, finding the time to train at this level with 

a very young family and a full time job in no mean feat in itself.  

What Steve describes as a few hours of physical exertion is a mammoth 

undertaking for even the hardiest of runners.  

Brighton Marathon – the first of the four events 

Coniston marathon – the marathon takes in a complete circuit of Coniston 

water, described by runners as the most scenic trail marathon in Britain 

Adidas thunder run – 24 hour road relay race, testing tactics, endurance, 

speed and teamwork 

Ring of Fire – is an annual 131 mile coastal ultra marathon, circumnavigating 

the Isle of Anglesey, North Wales 

Thanks for your support for this worthy cause, we know it won’t help mum 

now, but if it helps the 500 people that are diagnosed this year, then some good 

will come out of Steve’s commitment to a good cause 

 

Thanks again       

  Tom & Caz Gilks 

 
 

Bill Hits The Big 70! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for all the cards and good wishes and all the lowest form of wit! 

Regards. 

Bill Thompson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rally Report  

 Easter Trimmley Suffolk 
 

Bedfordshire Centre enjoyed Easter away at Trimmley Sports 

and Social Club with fun, games, Easter bonnet parade and an 

American Supper hosted in the clubhouse. Some even took 

advantage of the sea breeze!!!!! 

 
 

Many thanks to Irene, John, Pat & Win for an enjoyable rally. 

http://www.charitygiving.co.uk/stevehorton-wegeners


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Martin Findlay 






       Rally Report  
 

                              Marston Moretaine 
 

The bitter Siberian wind and a few flurries of snow 
greeted us at The Forest Centre Marston Moretaine late on the 
Thursday afternoon so it was a case can we improve the weather for 
the weekend.  The trusty prayer mat came to the rescue and after 
another very cold Friday the signs of better weather came over the 
horizon on Saturday morning.  Twenty vans appeared on Friday and 
by early evening they were all in.  Helen, the restaurant manager 
kindly offered to come in early on Saturday morning before they 
normally opened, to cook breakfasts for anyone who fancied a fry up 
and a Full English with toast and unlimited tea and coffee was to be 
enjoyed at the special price of £4.95 with 22 people taking up the 
offer.  The children’s play area was well used whilst parents either sat 
in the restaurant or on benches by the lake for morning coffee, lunch 
or afternoon tea.  Sunday morning, again with nice weather, a few rally 
goers joined Maureen and John for a pleasant walk around the many 
footpaths on site, followed by hot dogs on their return. 
All in all it was a very successful rally at this new venue with good 
reports from many people, and all the staff at the centre made us very 
welcome.  
 
Sylvia, Ivor, Maureen and John.    

Rally Fees Update. 
 

  28—30   June Grafham  £25.22 

   2— 4     Aug Kimbolton  £22.50 

  10—23   Aug Happisburgh £ 9.75 per night 

  23—31   Aug Kings Lynn £12.60 per night 

  20—22    Sep Alameda School £15.00 

  11—13    Oct Alameda School £23.50 

  17—21    Oct Brighton  £57.90 

  25—27    Oct Arnold Academy £23.50 

  22—24    Nov Caroline Haslett £14.50  

                                   

    WRITE TO THE SECRETARY 
 
If you have a concern about a Centre matter, a complaint or just a 
question regarding any Centre Business then please write to me 
as the CentreSecretary to:~ Tom Gilks, 4 Stratford Way, Lower 
Shelton, Beds MK43 0LJ 
or email me at secretary@bedscentrecc.com I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 

Kind regards,  
 

Tom. 
 

My First flag. 

 
 
This is who we kept warm at the Rutland 
rally, a great time was had by all, but it was 
the poor old ladies that had to go and get the 
wood, and the oldest rallies, cut it up. 
I was very happy to take my first flag but 
fancy having to do it with the to most micky 
takers in the centre ( John and Terry) as 
rallies officer, but I made it. 
 
Jenny Lambert. 

mailto:secretary@bedscentrecc.com


I Walked the Walk!! 
 

Oh what a night Saturday 11
th
 May 2013 turned out to be!! All the training, those 500 

miles I walked all paid off because I completed my personal challenge to walk 26.2 
miles, at night, in my beautifully decorated Button Moon bra for Walk The Walk 
London 2013. 
The torrential downpour shortly after we arrived in MoonWalk city didn’t dampen our 
spirits, we just donned our beautiful plastic ponchos and stepped out into the dark 
night shortly before midnight in the company of 15,000 walkers; both women and 
men sporting glitter, sparkle, ribbons, moons and stars on their bras! 
The crowds quickly dispersed and we giddily marched through the streets of London 
passing famous building after famous building and crossing over the most beautiful 
bridges.  Walking in the dark when normally we are in bed was surprisingly ok – I 
think the adrenaline was definitely doing its work!   
Volunteer Mike, was positioned at Mile 13, almost the halfway point.  An excited 
hello and quick hug and we were on our way again, being cheered on by complete 
strangers calling our names as we went. It really spurs you on and for those few 
seconds, you believe they are only there for YOU!  Toilet stops…we only made 2… 
one word…queues!  
We started as a team of six, we walked as a team of six, and guess what….we 
crossed the finish line at 8.00am after 26.2 miles in a line of six….no mean feat 
when you remember how many people were walking! 
I could go on, and I probably have, but I am so proud of myself and my 5 fabulous 
friends.  I myself raised £916.00 and as a team “Sandye Strollers” we have raised 
over £3,500.  Would I do it again – try 
stopping me! I’ll be back next year with 
Hollie and Mike by my side, walking the 
walk!!! 
 
Carrie Irvin – Marathon Walker!!! 

New Year Rally 2013/14 
 

This rally is now full, but we have a waiting list in place and therefore 
if people wish to be on the waiting list they should still send rally slip 
to:- 
 
Tom Gilks, 4 Stratford Way, Lower Shelton, Beds MK43 0LJ 



 Rally Report  
 

     

    Events Rally 
 
 
The rally took place at Etonbury Academy in Stotfold. 
Friday evening we joined everyone in the school sports hall for a natter and 
chatter with Roland organising three most enjoyable games of bingo. The 
competitions entries were laid out in the school hall on Saturday morning and a 
good turnout of cakes and photo’s etc were on show.  
Saturday afternoon the competitions were judged with 1st 2nd and 3rd entries 
decided in each category, and a couple of people displayed their hobbies for 
the enjoyment of all 
Saturday evening music was provided by Bronya and Martin, and the dance 
competition took place, which this year was the waltz.  A good few couples 
took part and the winner was eventually decided. Following this, food was 
provided by Jo and her team which was a very tasty ploughman’s supper 
followed by a delicious selection of deserts.  The evening was brought to a 
close with the presentation of rosettes and trophies to the worthy winners 
followed by Flag. 
 
Sylvia and Ivor Gurney  

Social Fees 
 

It is the centres policy that junior social fees apply to all 

children from the age of three to sixteen unless stated 

otherwise. On reaching sixteen a full adult fee applies. 

 

David Owen. 

 

It is with great sadness that David Owen past chairman (1979-

1981)passed away suddenly on the 23rd May 2013, our thoughts 

go out to the family. 

Congratulations 

Pat & Win Eaton were awarded their 600th rally plaque with the Bedfordshire 

Centre while at the easter rally held at Trimley, Suffolk. 



Rally Program Update  

"Harvest Supper Rally ~ 11 - 13 October 2013. Due to a change in Rally Officers, 

please note that this rally is no longer a Harvest Supper Rally, but will now be held as 

a Barn Dance with Bangers & Mash Supper. Rally Officers are Tom & Caz Gilks 

with Andy & Jo, Rally Slips should be sent to :- 

           

 Tom Gilks, 4 Stratford Way, Lower Shelton, Beds, MK43 0LJ. 

         Editors Notes 
If you are arranging a social event on your 
rally that is not advertised in the rally book,  
then let the secretary and myself know. 
I’m hoping to put out every month a flyer sheet telling ralliers what is 
happening on rallies over the coming months. If you require the Rallygoer 
mailed out to you (Easter, May & September) please supply me with 3 x 1st 
class stamps & your address. 
 

Martin Findlay 
Rallygoer Editor 



   

       

 

      Congratulations to Pat Eaton on  

      celebrating over 30 years service to 

      the Women's Royal Voluntary Service 

      (WRVS) at the Bedford branch, Pat 

      received her fist award at 15 years  

      then a second one at 27 years. Pat was 

       invited to a celebration service at   

      St. Paul’s Cathedral on the  21st May . 

       We wish Pat many more years  

      service with the WRVS and here’s to 

      the next 30 years. 

Diane Queen Of The Pool Table 

Whilst at Trimmley at Easter Roland thought he would challenge Diane to 

a game of pool, but this was not going to be a pushover for Roland , Diane 

won the first game, Roland thought I’ll beat her next game, wrong Diane 

won again . So Roland said well have another game and guess what Diane 

won again . 

WELL DONE DIANE! 

Long Service Award 



CHRISTMAS ~ NEW YEAR ~ BURNS NIGHT 
 

December January February is a time of the year when we have most expensive 

rallies and a number of people have asked if they can pay for these rallies month by 

month and not be hit with a big bill in November, December. 

This is not a problem if you would like to attend these rallies, firstly you should 

send me a rally slip as soon as possible as these rallies are now filling fast. 

You should also contact me to let me know you want to pay for them monthly etc, 

and we can then sort this out for you. The best way of course is to give me a 

number of post dated cheques that I can then bank as and when they are dated for. 

You may want to pay a different way and of course we will see what we can do for 

you, but please get in contact with me so that we can discuss the best way for you.  

Please remember to send me your rally slip as soon as possible, to:~ 
 

Tom Gilks, 4 Stratford Way, Lower Shelton,  

Bedfordshire, MK43 0LJ 

What are the speed Limits for towing in the UK? 
 

    SOLO (MPH) TOWING (MPH) 

 Built-up area   30  30 

 Single Carriageway  60  50 

 Dual carriageway  70  60 

 Motorway   70  60 

 

What other rules and regulations should I know about? 

 
 Towing mirrors are a legal requirement if the caravan that is being towed is wider than 

the towing vehicle and rearward vision is restricted. 

 Towing mirrors must be removed when driving solo 

 A caravan must have a rear number plate. This must match that of the towing vehicle 

and be Iilluminated at night. 

 TV's used in caravans are covered by the owners domestic TV licence as long as the 

caravan occupants are residents where the licence is registered and TV's at home are 

not used at the same time. 

 Caravans do not have to under go MOT tests. Basic safety checks and maintenance are 

the owners responsibility. 

 Caravan Insurance is not compulsory but is highly recommended. 

 Passengers are not permitted to travel in a caravan. Pets are allowed. 

 All safety regulations for car tyres apply to those on caravans 

 Tyres on the same axle must be of the same type and size, although not necessarily 

from the same manufacturer 



 Competition Winners 2012/2013 

      Photographic 
Senior humorous print (Markwell Cup) 

1st Maureen Gauge 
2nd Colin Richardson 

3rd Jenny Lambert 
 

Senior Open Print (McIntyre Trophy) 
1st Morris McDowell 

2nd Les Lambert 
3rd Ivor Gurney 

 

Junior Print on rally field (Vass Sheild)  
 

1st Matty Gray 
 

Junior Open(Owen Sheild) 
 

1st Matty Gray 
2nd Matty Gray 
3rd Matty Gray  

 

Gilks Spoon Trophy 
 

1st Carrie Irvin 
2nd Ron Findlay 

3rd Martin Findlay 
 

Home brew 
 

Beer 
1st Marion Stewart 

 
Red wine ( dry ) 

1st Bronya Findlay 
2nd Bronya Findlay 

 
Red wine (sweet ) 
1st Bronya Findlay 
2nd Bronya Findlay 

 
Flavoured Spirit 

1st Colin Richardson 
2nd Jenny Lambert 
3rd Terry Darlow 

 
Thompson Goblet ( Best in show ) 

Winner Colin Richardson 
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Chutney 
 

1st Linda Horn 
2nd Jo Gray 

3rd Pat Eaton 
 

Dance competition (Bill and Con Smith dancing trophy)  
 

1st mr & mrs T Leath 
2nd mr & mrs Lambert  

3rd mr & mrs Richardson 
  

Golf competition 
 

Junior Competition 
 

Jenny Waite Memorial Sheild 
1st Tom Dundas 

2nd Ben Simpkins 
3rd Tilly Hannan 

 
Ladies 

 
1st Marion Stewart 

2nd Andrea McDonald 
3rd Ann Bowie 

 
Men's 

1st Colin Richardson 
2nd Allan Wright 

3rd Paul Langdon 
 

Winner of Golf Trophy (Gill and Mick Leath)  
Colin Richardson 

 
Fishing competition  

 
Styles Trophy 

1st Tom Gilks 16lb 6oz 
2nd Alan Jeffries 4lb 12oz 

3rd Laurie Coleman. 4lb 4oz 
 

Mandy Moore Cup 
1st Lesley Jefferies 13 10oz 
2nd Caroline Gilks 11 lb 4oz 

3rd Jacky Daisley 1 lb 
 

Philip Smith Trophy 
 

            1st  Aiden Waite  6lb 8oz 
          1st Kyle Cleaver  6lb 8oz 

            3rd Jordan Waite 4lb 8oz 


